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Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.30pm and finishing at 9.45pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr J. Porter 
Councillors: Mrs J Bettison, P Bettison, D Birch, A Blatchford,                    
Mrs S Davenport, R McKenzie, K Miah, P Panesar, M Sanderson (arrived 
8.20pm agenda item 13) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Angela Carey) 
 
Non-voting representatives: 
M Bird (3rd Sandhurst Scouts) 
A Brown (Sandhurst Boys & Girls FC) 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Residents Association) 
T Dean (Sandhurst Town Football Club) 
P Dodds (Allotment Association) 
R Lomas (Sandhurst Tennis Club) 
F Moriarty (Sandhurst Tug of War) 
  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors: 
Mrs E Birch (Indisposed). 
Mrs H Hill (Business). 
 (Formal apologies are only recorded for councillors, and are not recorded 
for the non-voting representatives of clubs and groups). 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
Cllr P Panesar declared an interest in agenda item 14.  He will leave the 
room whilst any debate and decision making are undertaken. 
 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1353 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
21 September 2017 (pages 0636-0639) be received as a true and correct 
record and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.  
(Unanimous) 

 
LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 4)

 
a) An update was received following the Fitness Fun Day event debrief 

meeting.  The event was not well attended and it was felt that the format 
and content are dated. It will not take place next year in its current format 
as a standalone event.  It may be appropriate to include some of the 
activities in other events that take place. 
 

b) An update was received on the Donkey Derby.  No further information 
has been provided by any member of the public or clubs suggesting that 
the event will be held again in the future.  Further to discussion it was 
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proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr D Birch and the following 
was 

RESOLVED 
1354 

that a working group is formed to examine the possibility of the event 
being managed by either Sandhurst Town Council, an event company or 
local groups.  Volunteers for the working group are Cllr J Porter, Cllr D 
Birch, Cllr P Panesar, T Dean and R Lomas. 

ACTION: Cllr J Porter 
 

MEMORIAL PARK MAINTENANCE (Agenda item 5) 
a) The Committee were advised that the recent recruitment campaign for 

the Grounds Team did not provide a suitable candidate.  The position will 
be advertised again in the New Year. 

 
b) An update was received on the resurfacing of the tennis and basketball 

courts. The surfaces have been laid and temporary lines marked to 
enable play.  The new nets have also been erected.  The colour surfaces 
and permanent markings will be completed in spring 2018.  The practice 
wall that was tested by a member of the Tennis Club at another site has 
been ordered.  The feedback from the Tennis Club is extremely 
favourable and they have started to play matches on the courts again. 

 
c) Following resolution 1313 concerning the lockable gate at the entrance 

to Brookside Meadow the committee were informed that the gate is still 
being left open. An estimate has been obtained by one company to 
install an electronic barrier which will be operated by a fob.  The cost will 
be circa £4000. Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter 
and seconded by Cllr P Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1355 

that full quotes are obtained to install a lockable gate and presented to 
this Committee for further consideration. 

ACTION: EO 
 

FIREWORKS 2017 (Agenda item 6) 
An update was received on the fireworks working group debrief meeting. 
The event was well attended once again this year. Cllr J Porter thanked all 
of the staff for their continued dedication.  He also thanked the Councillors 
that volunteered to assist at the event.  The feedback on the stage acts was 
very good.  Parking arrangements worked well at Pyes Acre and there were 
no issues about charging a fee to park.  The main car park was also well 
managed.  Pistachios car park proved to be a problematic area once again 
this year.  The barriers that were placed to block the entrance were removed 
by members of the public and cars parked in the area.  The lockable gate 
prevented access onto the field however the cars provided a potential risk to 
members of the public entering the park via that entrance. In order to 
prevent this happening next year a member of the external security team will 
be instructed to man the entrance.  Further to discussion it was proposed by 
Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
1356 

that the Fireworks Event will take place again in 2018.  The date for next 
year’s event will be 27th October 2018. 

ACTION: EO 
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FREEDOM MARCH 2018 (Agenda item 7) 
There has not been a meeting of the working group.   
Cllr K Miah left at 8.10pm. 
 
BUDGET REVIEW (Agenda item 8) 
An update was provided about several projects that the Leisure Committee 
would like to consider for inclusion in the budget for 2018/19.  These include 
the resurfacing of the road on Brookside Meadow, the electronic barrier on 
Brookside Meadow and the replacement of some plant for the Grounds 
Team.  It was also suggested by a member of the committee that an outside 
gym is considered.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter 
and the following was  

RESOLVED 
1357 

that the proposal of an outside gym is explored further and research is 
obtained to establish the use of other local sites that have the equipment 
installed. 

ACTION: EO 
 

PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 9) 
There was an addition requested by this meeting to the publicity and press 
forward plan.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the 
following was 

RESOLVED 
1358 

that an article about the Firework Event should be produced for a press 
release. 

ACTION: EO 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 10) 
None reported. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 11) 
Not present at the meeting. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 12) 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke confirmed that the latest SRA magazine is due out 
next month.   It includes an article on how to complete an online petition to 
reinstate the Rackstraw’s Farm sign outside the Beefeater restaurant that 
was taken down when the restaurant was rebranded.            

 
SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

                         (Agenda item 13) 
 
A Brown from Sandhurst Boys and Girls Football Club reported the great 
condition of the pitches and stated that all was going well with the club.   

 
T Dean reported that there is a problem with the top goal mouth which is 
being addressed by the Grounds Team.  There have been no further 
incidents of vandalism at the club.  The insurance claim is currently being 
processed and STFC are awaiting the response from the insurance 
company. 
 
P Dodds confirmed that the Allotment Association were very appreciative of 
the pot holes being filled in on the road in Brookside Meadow.  He also 
expressed a concern that people were now speeding up the road.  There 
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has been a request from the Allotment Association that the surrounding 
trees are looked at by the grounds team to identify any concerns with the 
condition of them.  
 
F Moriarty reported that there had been a good performance from the Tug of 
War team at the recent European Championships.  Five pullers from the 
club are representing various England teams.  The club has also been 
visiting local schools to promote the sport. 
 
M Bird from 3rd Sandhurst Scouts confirmed that there was a great 
representation from the organisation at the recent Remembrance event with 
21 out of the 24 members attending.    

 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC (Agenda Item 14) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was  

RESOLVED 
1359 

that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 the public and press would be excluded for discussion regarding the 
engagement, terms of service and conduct of employees where publicity 
might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business. 
 

a) The Committee were informed of recent breaches of the conditions of 
the lease by leaseholder A.  Leaseholder A also submitted an application 
for an interest free loan from Sandhurst Town Council.  Further to 
discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J 
Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
1360 

that the loan application was declined and a meeting is arranged with 
leaseholder A to discuss the current situation.  

ACTION: EO 
 

b) The Committee were informed of recent breaches of the booking 
conditions by Hirer A.  Further to discussion it was proposed by           
Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1361 

that a fine will be imposed should the conditions be breached in the 
future.  The amount of the fine will be determined in the next Fees and 
Charges Review Meeting. 

ACTION: EO 
 

c) The Committee were updated on the findings of a report that was 
undertaken by an independent expert following an outside contractor’s 
work.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and 
seconded by Cllr D Birch and the following was  

RESOLVED 
1362 

that a recommendation will be made to the Strategy and Policy 
Committee to proceed with the experts recommendation for future action. 

ACTION: EO 
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d) The Committee were advised of the requirement to undertake a rent 
review for Leaseholder B.  The current amount of rent payable was 
compared to the market rate and the type of business was considered.  
Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by 
Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1363 

that the rent review had been undertaken by Sandhurst Town Council 
and the leaseholder would be informed accordingly. 

ACTION: EO 
  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 18 January 2018. 

 
SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN

 


